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Information or from the Division Directors of Nursing in the division from which 
the applicant was enrolled. Division directors will confer with the medical officers 
in charge of the Districts for the Public Health Service and the Bureau of War 
Risk Insurance and arrange with them for the care and treatment of the various 
applicants. It is possible that later a hospital may be provided, exclusively for 
nurses, should it be found that there is a sufficient number of applicants for hos- 
pital treatment to warrant such a procedure. 

Lucy Minnigerode, 

Superintendent, Nurse Corps, U. S. P. H. S. 

HEALTH INSURANCE 

Dear Editor: Referring to an editorial entitled "Health Insurance and the 
Coming Legislation," which appeared in the November issue of your Journal, I 
wish to say, as a nurse who has made a special study of the subject of Compulsory 
Health Insurance, that in my opinion this is a plan for State administration of 
sickness insurance covering only a portion of wage-earners, thus introducing class 
legislation. The greatest danger in this bill is not apparent on its surface. It 
lays the foundation stone for all sorts of disorder and disorganization of home 
and social life. A comparison of results obtained in this country and of those in 
compulsory health insurance countries seems to show very conclusively that 
public health education measures and the extension of hospitals and clinics on 
the standard American plan afford a much better means of bringing about better 
health conditions. Compulsory health insurance will not meet the needs of the 
time. According to the Davenport Bill, the people most needing help, namely, 
the unemployed, the widow, the orphans, the domestic servant, the farm laborer, 
also those employed in places where there are less than eight would be exempted. 
City health conditions are by far better than those of the rural districts. There- 
fore, the conservation of health in the rural districts is apparently more needed 
than that of the city. However, farm laborers are not provided for in these bills. 
The sanitary progress of the United States during the past century far exceeds 
that of any of the health insurance countries. The American medical, surgical 
and nursing professions are such as to call forth the respect and admiration of 
those qualified to judge the results. No European country under social insurance 
has provided in a more satisfactory manner for the treatment of disease than has 
the United States, nor has any European country under social insurance developed 
such an admirable public health nursing system. Through associated and public 
charities a vast amount of necessary service is rendered in the least trying and 
offensive manner to those in need of poor relief. These evidences of real progress 
are deliberately ignored by those who would substitute compulsion for voluntary 
effort, and encourage a tendency toward idleness and exaggeration of minor ills, 
and the weakening of self-reliant habits, on which the happiness of society so 
largely depends. At the same time the government expenses will be increased and 
more burdens thrown upon industry. It is, therefore, misleading to assert that 
a more effective and far-reaching public health education can be secured through 
compulsory health insurance. No country in the world has done more in this 
direction than the United States. In its final analysis the problem for compulsory 
health insurance resolves itself into fundamental questions of taxation and gov- 
ernment control of the individual. By avoiding the expense of a largely unneces- 
sary compulsory health insurance organization, the funds required for such could 
be utilized to the direct advantage of all the people, for better education in the 
principles of personal and public hygiene, intelligent instruction in food values 
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and nutrition, and other means toward the attainment of ends and purposes 
asserted to be attained, if at all, through compulsory health insurance. 

New York M. D. 

APPRECIATION OF THE INTERSTATE SECRETARY 



Dear Editor: The Directors of District No. 5 of the California State Nurses' 
Association (Los Angeles Co.) have requested me to write you of their appre- 
ciation of the work of the Interstate Secretary. Miss Eldredge spent the second 
week of November in Los Angeles, addressing District No. 5 and the ten Alumnae 
Associations having membership in the District, and the student nurses of most 
of the hospitals of Los Angeles and Pasadena. The Directors feel that Miss 
Eldredge's visit has been of great value to the nurses of this community. It 
has created greater interest in the American Journal of Nursing; it has 
familiarized the nurses with the history of the League and of the American 
Nurses' Association and with their aims, and it has given each one of us a feeling 
of closer relationship with our national organizations. Thanking the Journal 
for its part in making Miss Eldredge's visit possible. 

California Secretary, Dist. No. 5. 

II. 

Dear Editor: After a very harmonious meeting at which our State Nurses' 
Association was formed in Tucson, Miss Eldredge came to Douglas. On De- 
cember 5, she spoke to our High School body, both boys and girls. Somewhat 
to my surprise the boys were as much interested — if not more — than the girls. 
In the afternoon Miss Eldredge spoke to a small group of representative citizens, 
who were greatly interested. In the evening our County Association was ad- 
dressed. It was indeed a pleasure and a help to have Miss Eldredge here, as 
very few of our nurses have kept informed as to what is happening in the nursing 
profession. I feel sure that we will all have a more whole-hearted interest in 
our work as a result of her having been among us. 

Arizona L. K. S. 

TWELVE-HOUR PRIVATE DUTY SERVICE 

Dear Editor: After seven months' trial at Grace Hospital, Detroit, twelve- 
hour duty has proved a distinct success. It is more than satisfactory, both to the 
patient, bringing better service; and to the nurse, allowing her sufficient and 
regular rest, resulting in better work. A little friction was experienced at first, 
until the patients understood that nurses require rest. We are now able to 
attend church, concerts and lectures without falling asleep, and are able, to a 
limited extent, to develop the social side of our natures. We certainly feel that 
it is a long step towards a better future for our work, as well as ourselves. We 
also feel that the previous long hours of duty, to say nothing of the strenuous 
work involved, has done much in the depletion of applicants for training schools. 
When it is convenient for patients, we take two hours off during the twelve-hour 
duty, which helps us to perform our duties with greater zest. 

Michigan Z. L. I. 



